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The ancient Greeks labeled the Creator: “The Unknown God"”
(Acts 17:23). They forgot WHO He is — because they had lost
the meaning of His name! That name is important — what is it?

OW IMPORTANT is a name? Does
it make any difference what
name you use to designate the

Creator ?

Does it matter in whose name you
pray?

Authority in a Name

A person’s name is important. When
one acts in another's name, cne acts in
kis stead — &y his authority. The name
designates the source of the authority ~—
it designates who the person is for
whom ocne acts. To pray in someone’s
name is to take the authority of that
pame.

The greatest cusse that could come on

anyone is to have his name blotted out
for all eternity!

It does make a difference what name
you use for the Creator — and in whose
name you pray. There is only one NAME
“under heaven given among men,
whereby we must be saved” (Acts
4:12): What is this NaAME? Without it
you cannot be saved!

The Son came in His Father’s name.

What is His Father’s name? Unless
YoU bear your heavenly Father’s name,
you are not Flis son and heir!

Modern Confusion
Some claim that “Jehovab” is the
Father’'s name. They claim that we
cught to wuse the “Jehgvah”
instead of “Lord.”
Is “Jehovah” the Father’s name?

word

Other sects claim that when we speak
of or pray te the heavenly Father
andfor the Son, we should use only
the Hebrew names of Deity. They insist
that it is a sin to use the words “God,”
“Lord,” “Jesus,” “Christ,” “Word,”
and “Christian.” They insist that we
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What does it mean?

by Herman L. Hoeh
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Courtesy *“Light frem ithe Ancient Past*’ by J. Finegan, Princeton
Pagan Greek altar to "“The Unknown God.” Found in archaeological excava-
tion at Pergamon, Asia Minor. The Greeks, steeped in superstition, had lost
the knowledge and the name of the Creator.

should always use the Hebrew words
for Deity. They claim that it is a sin to
pray “in the name of Jesus.” A sin to be
called 2 “Christian” !

Though these sects claim that “Jeho-
veh” is not the name, they cannot agree
to what the
Hebrew name should be! Some claim
the name should be pronounced “¥Yah-
vah,” others that it should be “Yah-

among themselves as
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weh.,” They vehemently insist that it is
a s to translate the names of God into
English! They contend that it is the
sound of the name, NOT ITS MEANING,
that is important!

Yet Paul was inspired to write in
I Cor. 14:9: “Except ye utter by the
tongue words easy to be understood, how
shall it be known what is spoken?” In
vegse 19 Paul continued, “Yet in the
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church I had rather speak five words
with my understanding, that by my veice
I might teach others also, than ten
thousand words in an unknown tongue”
— to the Greeks, Hebrew was an
unknown tongue (I Cor. 14:9, 19).

Names Have Meaning

In the Bible, names have meaning.
Names are given for a purpose.

The first man was called in the
Hebrew tongue Adam because he was
made of “red earth.” Adam in Hebrew
MEANS “red earth.” Abram’s name in
changed to Abrabam
because the promise was made to Abra-
ham that he should become “a father of
many nations” (Genesis 17:5). dbra-
ham means “a father of many nations.”

Hebrew  was

Jacok’s name in Hebrew was changed
to Irrqel. The word Jacob in Hebrew
means “supplanter,” but the word
Livael means “prevailer with God”
Jacob prevailed with God and obtained
His blessing.

All these Biblical names convey
meaning, Notice that these names are
usually not greatly changed in any for-
eign tongue because their meanings are
already given in the Bible. They do not
have to be translated! :

But other irhportant Hebrew Biblical
names mentioned in the New Testament
ARE TRANSLATED from Hebrew into
Greek!

Notice Acts 9:36, “Now there was at
Joppa a certain disciple named Tabitha,
which by interpretation is ralled Doyeas™
—in Greek. Her name means “Doe”

“in English.

Again in Acts.13:8, the Aramaic
name “Blymas” is rranstated as “Sot-
cerer” in English, or as Magos in the
inspired Greek New Testament. From
these examples we see that personal
names are often translated in the

Bible!!
THE NAMES OF THE CREATOR also
have great meaning.

The Meaning of God's NAMES

In the Old Testament the English
word “God” comes from the Hebrew
word Elohim,
“judges.” It is a uniplural word showing

meaning ‘“‘ruless” or

that there is MORE THAN ONE MEMBER
1N THE ONE DIVINE FAMILY, Sometimes
the English word “God” comes from
another word E/. It signifies in Hebrew
“a mighty one”

Often the word E/ is combined with
other Hebrew words to give new
names to the Creator. Thus F! Shaddai
means the “Almighty God” (Gen.
17:1).

Now turn to Exodus 3:13 and 14 for
another surprising NaME of the Al
mighty. “And Moses said unto God,
Behold, when I come unto the children
of Israel, and shall say unto them, The

. God of your fathers hath sent me unto

you; and they shall say to me, What
1s His mame? what shall 1 say unto
them? And God said unto Moses, I AM
THAT 1 AM: and He said, Thus shalt
thou say unto the children of Israel, I
AM hath sent me unto you.”

Notice! Here is one of the many
names of the Creator — “T AM THAT |
Am." There is real meaning to this
name! It may also be translated from
the Hebrew as “I will be what [ will

" be.” This name — 1 AM — means that

there is no one under heaven superior
to, no ore who exercises lordship over,
the ONE who appeared to Moses. The
One who appeared to Moses is above
all creation — Lord of all! That is
what His name means. He is the One
Who Is, the Self-Existent Oxne.

He Is “The ETERNAL”

Now turn to Exodus 6:1-3. Here the
Creator reveals yet ancther pame. “And
God spake unto Moses, and said unto
him, I am the Lorp” (verse 2). The
Hebrew word which is here translated
“LoRD” is YHWH — translated “Lorp”
in verse 2, and mistranslated “Jehovah”
in verse 3 — comes from the Hebrew
toot word meaning ‘to be,” or “to
exist.” The name YHWH means “the
Eternal,” “the Evetliving,” and as the
Creator of all and superior to all, this
name signifies that He is eternally Ruler
and Lorp!

Now notice especially verse 3, in
the King James translation: “And I
appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaac,
and unto Jaceb, by the name of God
Almighty, but by my name Jehovah

was I not known to them.” The name
“Jehovah” in the King James is admit-
tedly a woeful mistranslation, It comes
from the Hebrew word yHwn. Notice
that the One who was worshiped by
Abraham, Isiac, and Jacob appeared
under the name “God Almighty” — in
Hebrew El Shaddai. He did not reveal
Himself by the name yHWH. Not until
the days of Moses did He reveal this
name. For 2,500 long years of human
history the Creator did not explicitly use
the name yHwH. When Moses compiled
the book of Genesis, he introduced the
name, beginning with chapter 2.

Abraham, of course, used the word
yhwh in reference to the Creator, for he
knew the Creator was everliving —
that’s what ybwh meant. But the name
YHWE was never expressly used by the
Almighty — the Spokesman of the
Creating Family.

How plain! The Creator thought it
more important to reveal His Word
than even this name — YHWH — to
Abraham. Notice Psalm 138:2, . .. for
thou hast magnified thy word above all
thy name.”

But what about the word “Jehovah”
in Exodus 6:3?

“Jehovah”” Is NOT the Name

Tens of thousands are being led
today to believe that the Creator’s name
is “Jehovah” Where did the name
“Jehovah” come from? Notice what the
Jewish Encyclopedia has to say:

“‘Jehovah’ is generally held to have
been the invention of Pope Leo X's
Confessor, Peter Galatin...who was
followed in the use of this hybrid form
by Fagius... But it seems that even
before Galatin, the name ‘Jehoval’ had
been in common use ... It is found in
Raymond Martin’s ‘Pugio Fidei,' writ-
ten in 12707 (from Jewish Encyclo-
pedia, atticle “Jechovah,” volume VII,
page 88).

The word “Jehovah” has come down
to the modern world through the
Catholic Church! Even the “Jehovah’s
Witnesses,” in the preface to their
translation of the Bible, state: “While
inclining to view the pronunciation
“Yahweh’ as the more correct way, we
have retained the form ‘Jehovah’



because of people’s familiarity with it
since the 14th century” (page 25).

If “Jehovah™ is not the proper pro-
nunciation of the Hebrew word yHWH,
what then is its proper pronunciation?
Some *‘“*‘Hebrew Name’ sects say
Yahvah, others say Yabweh, still others
believe it should be Yehweh, etc.

Why this confusion?

The answer is — the frue pronuncia-
tion of the Hebrew word YHWH was
fost!!

Here is how it happened.

The Hebrew language uses con-
sonants and semi-consonants, not
vowels. Moses' was inspired to write this
name for the Creator with the four
Hebrew letters vown, This Hebrew
word, which the Israelites originally
knew how to propounce, comes from
ancther Hebrew word nwH, an old
form of the root HyH, which means
“to be” or “to become.”

In the centuries since Jeremiah’s day,
certain Jews became superstitious and
made an idol out of this name! They
treated it with such superstitions rever-
ence that they decided never to pro-
nounce it! Instead, whenever they found

this word in the Old Testament, they .

read Adonai in its place. Adonai is a
Hebrew word meaning “Lord” or “Mas-
ter.” THence the proper pronunciation
of YHWH became lost!

True Pronunciation Prophesied
to Be Lost!

The Bible even prophesied that the
pronunciation of this name should be
lest to us today! Notice Jeremiah
23:23-27:

“I have heard what the prophets said,
that prophesy lies in my name, saying, I
have dreamed, 1 have dreamed . .
which think to cause my- people to
forget my name by their dreams which
they tell every man to his aeighbour,
as their fathers have forgotten my name
for Baal.”

The Jews in Jeremiah’s day knew
how to pronounce the word YHWE. But
through the dreams of their false teach-
ers they were misled into believing that
the word yHwWH should not be pro-
nounced — that it is too holy a word to
be uttered! And so the true pronuncia-
tion of the word became lost!
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No one today knows absolutely how
it should be pronounced. This is exactly
what Jeremiah prophesied in these
verses over 2500 years ago!

Here is what Rotherham says about
this name in his Emphasized BEible,
page 25: “The true pronunciation seems
to have been Yahwé . . . The accent
should be on the final syllable” The
Jewish Encyclopedia says of this name:
# ..the original pronunciation must
have been Yahweh, or Yahaweh”
(acticle “Names of Ged,” Volume IX,
page 161).

So the pronunciation of yBHwH is
definitely not Jehovah. Nor do any
exact means today exist of knowing pre-
cisely how it is to be pronounced —
YET THE MEANING OF THIS NAME I8
PRESERVED FOR US TODAY. It means the
“Bternal,” the “Everliving,” the Eternal
“Lorn.” The meaning of the Almighty’s
name is far more important than its
mere sound.

Now notice definite  SCRIPTURAL
PROOF -that it is proper to TRANSLATE
the names of God so that we may
understand what they mean in whatever
language we speak today!

Part of Old Testament Not
Written in Hebrew!

Some sects deny we should ever trans-
late the Hebrew names of Deity, But
notice the Bible evidence!

In the Old Testament the Eaglish
word “God” is often a rendering of the
Hebrew words El, Eloak, and Elobhim.
Were these Hebrew names ever trans-
lated into other tongues in the original
inspired Old and New Testaments?

The answer is a resounding Yes!

When Babyion conquered the King-
dom of Judah (604-58%), Hebrew
gradually ceased to be the language of
common speech of the Jews. Hebrew
was replaced by
throughout the Babylonian Empire.
Daniel wrote five whole chapters of his
prophetic book in Aramaic — chapters
2 through 6. And Ezra wrote four
whole chapters of his work in Aramaic
--- chapters 4 through 7 (specifically
4:8-6:18 and 7:12-26).

When Daniel and Ezra referred to
the Creator in these chapters, did they

Aramaic, spoken

" use the old Hebrew words, or their Ara-

maic translations?

The surprising answer is that Daniel
and Fzra TRANSLATED the Hebrew
words for God info the Aramaic word
ELAH! In 78 different places in these 9
chapters, the Aramaic word EraH is
used to translate the Hebrew word for
“God”!

If the Almighty intended that His
name should be pronounced only in
Hebrew, then Daniel and Ezra were
false prophets! But Dani¢! and Ezra
were not false prophets! They were
inspired men! They were inspired to
translate the Hebrew word for God into
the Aramaic word ELAH, which means
“God”! Bvery word — every letter —
which Ezra and Danliel were inspired to
write has been preserved for us today!
Not one jot or tittle — the least letters
or marks of the alphabet — in the Old
Testament has bLeen lost (Matthew
5:18; Luke 16:17).

Since the Creator inspired His proph-
ets to translate the Hebrew word for
God into the Aramaic ELAH, which
means “God” in Aramaic, then i is
fitting and proper that the Hebrew
word ELOHIM showld be trantlated
“God” in the English translations of
the Old Testament!

#God”® Is NOT a Pagan Name

Some “Hebrew Name” sects contend
that it is a sin to use the word “Ged”!
They reason that because the word
“God” was used by our ancestors to refer
to their idcls, it is improper to use it to
refer to the Creator. But notice what the
Bible reveals about this very question in
Romans 1:21:

“When they [the Gentile natioas]
knew God, they glorified him not as
God, neither were thankfu!; but became
vain in their imaginations, and their
foolish heart was darkened. Professing
themselves to be wise, they became
fools, and changed the glory of the
uncorruptible Geod inte an image made
like to corruptible man, and toc birds,
and to fourfooted beasts, and creep-
ing things.” And notice verse 28,
#, .. they did not like to retain God in
their knowledge.”

The nations once krew God, but they
changed the glory of the incormapiible
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God into images — idols! They
attached the name of their Creator to
their idels.

Notice the astounding proof of this
in the Old Testament!

In the inspired Hebrew of the Old
Testament the Hebrew word ELOHIM
— which means “the God Kingdom,”
or “the God Family” — ir wsed 240
times to refer to PAGAN, HEATHEN
“cops”! In two places this word is also
translated “goddess” in the Old
Testament.

- Again, the Hebrew word EL is once

Rk

transiated “idol” and 15 times trans-
lated “god” — and refers to the hea-
then gods. The Hebrew word Eloab is
five times used in the Old Testament fo
refer to heathen “gods” In 16 different
places Ezra and Nehemiah were inspired
to use the Aramaic word ELAH to refer
to the heathen “gods” of the Aramajc-
speaking people!

Thus if it is 2 sin to use the English
word “God” to refer to the Creator —
mercly because our pagan ancestors -used
it to refer to their idols — then it is
alse a sin to use the Hebrew words Elo-

Courlesy Archaeological Museum ~- Teheron, Iran

THE TRUE GOD UNKMOWN BY PAGANS - Ido! found in lran which the
ancient* Persians ignorantly worshipped as having God-like powers. Their
ancestors had long since forgoiten the true God and had lost the real

meaning of His name.

him, Eloah, El, or the Aramaic Elsb {o
refer to the Creator because these words
were also used by our pagan ancestors
to refer to their pagan idols in-Old Tes-
tament times!

God inspired His propheis to use in
the Old Testament Scriptuves the very
samte Hebrew words for both pagan
idols and the true Creator! It is just as
right and proper for us today to use the
English word “God” when referring to
the Creator!

“Ged” is simply the English werd
for the Supreme Deity. Like the Hebrew
Elokim, it also refers to idols which
men have falsely claimed to be Ged.

Now let us notice how God inspired
the apostles to write His name in the
inspired Greek New Testament,

The Name in the New
Testament

The words of your Saviour ate given
to us in the New Testament. Before He
ascended to heaven, He promised His
disciples, “Heaven and earth shall pass
away, but my words shall not pass
away” (Matthew 24:35).

Heaven and earth have not passed
away! Neither have the words of the
Saviour! They are found inspired in the
New Testament today! Heow were the
names of Deity rendered in the New
Testament for the Greek-speaking con-
verts ? Notice!

Paul was sent to the Geatiles — par-
ticularly the Greek-speaking Gentiles.
His ministry covered the whole Greek-
speaking world. The Greeks did not
know Hebrew or Aramaic. They knew
Greel. How did Paul explain to these
Greek converts who the Father and who
the Son were? What names did he use
for the Greeks when referring to the
Creator? '

The answer is — he wused the Greek
words for “God,” “Lotd,” “Christ,” the
“Word,” and “Jesus,” God inspired
him to franslate the Hebrew word E/,
meaning “God,” into the Greek word
Theos. (God inspired Paul in the New
Testament to translate the Hebrew word
YHWH inte the Greek word Kyrios,
meaning “Lord.”

In 665 different places in the New
Testament the apostles were inspired to
translate the Hebrew word vyHWH intc



the Greek word Kyrios, meaning the
eternal “Lord.” And 1,345 times the
apostles were inspired to translate the
Hebrew word for God into the Greek
word Theos -— which means “God” in
the Greek language! These two Greek
words — Kyrios and Theos — meaning
“Lord” or “God” in Greek, are found
hundreds of times in the gospels, in the
very words of Jesus Himself | And Jesus
said His words wonld not pass away
— Matthew 24:35. Either these are the
inspired words of Jesus, or He lied —
and if He lied, you have no Saviour! He
did not lie. These are His words. He
inspited His apostles to translate the
names of God from the Hebrew into
the Greek when writing to the Greek
converts; and He has seen to it that not
one word has perished or been lost!
God’s Word has not been corrupted
or tampered with! God has preserved
His message unaltered. Otherwise, you
would have no basis for your faith.
There is not one authoritative New
Testament manuscript with the names
of Deity written in Hebrew! There is
not one New Testament manuscript
which suppotts the idea that the
apostles exclusively used Hebrew names
for God when speaking to the Greek

people.

New Testament Inspired
in Greek

Some sects are unwilling to admit
what the inspited New Testament
plainly says! They falsely ciaim that the
New Testament was not written origi-
nally in Greek. They assume that the
Jewish Christians could not understand
steek, They would have us believe that
Paul wrote to the Greek converts in
Greece, and Asia Minor, and Rome in
Aramaic instead of Greck! This is not
true!

Greek was the one universal language
which united the common people in the
Roman Empire in New Testament
times. The Jewish historian Josephus
himself testified to Greek as the lan-
guage which the Jews everywhere
undesstood in New Testament days!
Not only did the Jews who lived in the
Greek world speak Greek, but even the
Jews who lived in Palestine, he
declares, were well-acquainted with
Greek! Greek-speaking Jews were so
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prevalent in Palestine that synagogues
for them had to be built (Adts 6:9).
Jewish law for Palestine permitted that
the Scripture “may be read in a foreign
torgue to them that speak a foreign
tongue” (Megillah 2 § 1). Aad it was
further permitted “that the Books [of
the Bible] may be written in any lan-
guage,” but that at the time of Christ
the Books were “only. permitted 1o be
wriften in Greek” (Megillah 1 § 8)
(frotn The Mithnah by Herbert Danby,
Oxford University Press).

Though the native-born Jews in Pal-
estine in the days of the apostles gener-
ally used Aramaic as their common
spokeri language, yet Greek was the next
in importance even to them.

Josephus tells us why the Greek lan-
guage, after Aramaic (and, of course,
Hebrew), was so common with the Jews
in Palestine:

“I have also taken a great deal of
pains to obtain the learning of the
Greeks, and vnderstand the elements of
the Greek language, although I have so
long accustomed myself to speak our
own tongue, that I cannot proncunce
Greek with such an  exactness”
Josephus spoke Greek with an Aramaic
accent — “for our npation does not
encourage those who learn the languages
of other nations, and so adorn their dis-
courses with the smoothness of their
periods; becanse they look upon this sors
of accomplishment [learning Greek!] s
COMMON, 5ot only to all sorts of free-
man, but to as many of the servants as
pleased to learn them. But they give
him the testimony of being a wise man
who is fully acquainted with our laws,
and is able to interpret their meaning”
(Antiguities of the Jews, Book XX,
chapter X1, Section 2),

Now let us notice the testimony of
history as to the language in which the
books of the New Testament were
inspired. From the Church History of

Fusebius, Book VI, chapter 14, we

read: “... the Epistle to the Hebrews
is the work of Paul, and . . . it was writ-
ten ta the Hebrews in the Hebrew lan-
guege; bwt.,.Luke TRANSLATED it
cavefully and  published it for the
Greeks, and hence the same style of
expression is found in this epistle and
in the Acts.”

Notice that to the Jews Paul “became
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a Jew.” In order to gain the audience of
the Jews, after being made 2 prisonet in
56 AD., Paul spoke “in the Hebrew
tongue” (Acts 21:40), Continuing with
Acts 22:2: “And when they heard that
he spake /n 1he Hebrew tongue to them,
THEY KEPT THE MORE SILENCE.”
Hebrew, in the days of the apostles, had
become a more literaty language while
Aramaic was the common tongue of the
people and Greek was next most often
spoken.

So history tells us that, in order to
influence the religiously sensitive jews,
Paul wrote his “Epistle to the Hebrews”
in the Hebrew language. But notice, the
letter to the Hebrews was inspired to be
translated by Luke and published for
the Greeks in the Greek language. It is
Luke’s inspired translation which God
intended to be preserved for us.

Notice what the church histarian
Eusebius, in chapter 25 of Book VI,
telis us about the first gospel: “Among
the four gospels, which are the only dis-
putable ones in the Churchk of God
under heaven,” he wrote, “the first was
published by Matthew, who was once a
publican, but afterwards an apostle of
Jesus Christ, and it was prepared for
the converts from Judaism, and pub-
lished in the Hebrew language.” Jetome
tells us, in his “Lives of Illustrious
Men,” chapter 3, that Matthew’s Gospel
was translated into the Greek language
for the whole Church. 1t is Matthew’s
inspired Greek gospel which God has
preserved.

These two are the oNLY books of
the New Testament which were ever

" asserted to have been written in Hebrew !

The Aramaic version of the Bible
which we have today is admittedly a
translation from the Greek despite what
some mistakenly claim. (See The Books
and the Parchments by F. F. Bruce,
p. 189.)

Proof That Aramaic Is Not
Original
Open your Bibles to Mark 15:34.
The English rendering of this verse
reads: “And at the ninth hour Jesus
cried with a loud voice, saying, Eloi,
Eloi, lama sabachthani? which is, being
interpreted, My God, My God, why
hast thou forsaken me?”
Notice this! The last half of verse 34
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proves that Mark was writing his gospel
account, including these final words of
Christ, in a language different from the
one in which Jesus spcke! Jesus’ cwn
wortds are quoted from the Aramaic, but
transiated into Greek.

Now consider the Aramaic Version,
If Aramaic were the original language
of the New Testament, there would be
no reason to insert in the Aramaic Ver-
sion the words “which is, being inter-
preted, ‘My God, My God, why hast
thou forsaken me?” ™ because every Ara-
mean would have understood Jesus’
words without translation. Yet the Ara-
maic New Testament repeats the exact
Greek original’ word for word! This
prover Aramaic NOT to have been the
original language of the New Testa-
ment, but metely a translation from the
Greek.

There are at least a dozen places in
the New Testament where Aramaic
words are quoted and are tramsiated
into the Greek for the Greek-speaking
people —— and in most cases the Ara-
mzic New Testament retranslates the
original Greek word for word!

Another example is John 1:41: “He
[Andrew] first findeth his own brother
Simon, and saith unto him, we have
found the Messias, which is, being
interpreted, the Christ.” The word Mes-
sias is a Greek spelling of the Hebrew
word Meshiach, which means “the
Anointed.” But the Greek-speaking
people were not generally acquainted
with the meaning of the word Messias,
hence John translates it for them into
the Greek word Christes which means
“the Anointed One.”

Some sects today claim that we
should use only the word “MEssIAH”
and - never the word “CHRIST.” Their
assumption is that the word “Christ”
comes from the name of the Hindu god
Krishna! “Chsist” does not come from
the name of the Hindu god Krishna!
Christos is a common Greek word
which means “to anoint.”

The New Testament was inspired to
read that Jesus /s “the Christ” Even
the enemies of the early true Church
called the disciples “Christians” (Acts
11:26). The disciples would not have
been called “Christians” in the city of
Antioch if they had not been followers

of Christ! They would have been called
the “Messians”! Now turn to I Peter
4:14: “If ye be reproached for the name
of Christ [Chrisios in Greekl, happy
are ye.” The Scripture does not use
some unknown Hebrew name; it uses
the “name of Christ” And now verse
16 — “Yet if any man suffer a5 a Chris-
tian, let him not be ashamed; but let
him glorify God on this behalf.” The
disciples in the New Testament Church
could not have suffered as “Christians”
unless they were the followers of
Christ!

False Churches Use True Name

Notice Jesus’ startling prophecy in
Matthew 24:4-5: “And Jesus answered
and said unto them, Take heed that no
man deceive you. For many shall come
in my name {wsing His Name], saying,
I am Christ; and shall deceive many.”
In whose name are the many coming?
Are they coming in some “Hebrew
names”? No! They are coming in the
name of “Chtist” — in the name of
“Jesus” And Jesus said these would be
using His NAME.

Now turn to Acts 4:10. What is the
only name given among men whereby
we may be saved? “Be it known unto
you all, and to all the people of Israel,
that by the name of Jesus CHrisT of
Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom
God raised from the dead, even by him
doth this man stand here before you
whole” — the man who had just been
healed. Verse 12: “Neither is there
salvation in any other: for there is none
other mame under heaven given among
men, whereby we must be saved.” -

Notice! According to the inspired
Greek New Testament, there is no other
name given whereby we must be saved
than the name of Jesus Christ!

The English word “Jesus” (s an an-
glicized spelling of the Greek word
lesons. The Greek word for “Jesus” is
but the common Greek name used to
translate the Hebrew name Yeboshua
{Joshua).The meaning of the Hebrew
word for “Joshua” is “the Eternal is the
Savieur.” Over 910 places in the New
Testa_ment_'God inspired the New Testa-

"ment writers to use the Greek word

lesous as the personal name of Christ,
the Messiah! EITHER vOU WILL HAVE
TO ACCEPT THE NAME QF JESUS as

YOUR SAVIOUR — or you will have to
throw away the entire New Testament!

But -— reason these “Hebrew Name”
sects — doesn’t the Greek word lesous
come from the pagan Greek god Zews?
This is absolutely untrue! In fact, the
Greek word Zews and the Roman word
Jove are both uliimately derived from
the Hebrew YHWH — or jHVH. But
the Greeks — and other heathen — did
not like to retain God in their knowl-
edge. So they took the names of God
and attached them to their idols! The
ancient Hebrew-speaking people did the
same thing by calling their idols E/ or
Elokbim, meaning “God” in Hebrew.

So the name “Jesus” is actually
derived from YHWH!

Jesus said if any wouid deny Him —
which means deny His Name — befere
men, “Him will T alsc deny before my
Father which is in heaven” (Matthew
10:33). I you deny the name Jesus, He
will deny your name before the Father
in the Judgment!

What Is the Fathet’s
“Family Name”?

Notice Psalm 83:18: “._.that men
may know that thou, whose name
alone is yHwH, art the most high over
all the earth.” This verse does NOT say,
as some assume, that the Creator has
only one name — it plainly declares
that the Creating Family alone of all

‘whom men worship is YHWH or eternal.

But did you know that the Father in
heaven has also a Family Name?

In Ephesians 3:14-15 we read: “For
this cause I bow my knees unto the
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, of
whom the whole family in beaven and
earth iy NAMED.” Jesus Christ s the
Father's Son. Every son bears his
father’s last name.

Jesus said in John $5:43, “I am come
in my Father's name, and ye receive me
not.” What was Jesus’ family name?
Notice the surprising answer in John
10:36: “. .. say ye of him, whom the
Father hath sanctified, and sent into the
world, Thou blasphemest; because 1
said, I am the SoN oF GoD?” Jesus
claimed to be “Gop's Son.”” We, too,
may be called Gon's Sons (I John
3:1). The supreme, divine, all-ruling
Family is the Gob Family! It is the



Family or Kingdom oF Gobp! Jesus’

Gospel — His entire Message — was
about the Kingdom or Family of God
and how you may be born into it! His
whole Message was about the DIVINE
NAME — “Gop™!

Just before Jesus was crucified, He
prayed that His Church would be kept
“in the Father's Name.” Notice John
17:11-12, “And now I am no moere in
the world, but these are in the world,
and I come to thee. Holy Father, keep
through thine own name those whom
thou hast given me, that they may be
one, a5 we are. While 1 was with them
in the world, I kept them 7n thy name.”

What is the Father’s NAME in which
the New Testament Chutch is to be
kept? The name of “God”! In 12 pas-
sages in the New Testament, the name
of the Church is called “the Church of
God.” Paul wrote, “nnto the church of
God, which is at Corinth” (I Corin-
thians 1:2). Paul wrote to the Gentile
Thessalonian converts: “For ye, breth-
ren, became followers of the churches
of God which in Judea are in. Christ
Jesus” (I Thessalonians 2:14).

Either your entire New Testament is
a fraud and must be rejected, or the true
name of the true Church is “the Church
of God”/! “God” is the “Family Name”
of the divine creative Kingdom.

The Hebrew name vyHwWH — the
Greek Kyrios, the “Eternal” or “Lord”
in English {remember, God inspired the
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name to be transiated from Hebrew)

— 1s but one of God the Father's

‘numercus given personal names. It is

also one of the personal names of the
Son, because both are eternal. But the
whole message of Jesus Christ, the
Gospel, was the message about the
Family NAME — the “Gop” Family.
Jesus Christ came in the name of God,
His Father. He called Himself the
“Son of God” numerous times.

Read John 9:35, “Dost thou believe
on the Son of God?”

See also Matthew 16:16-17 and
especially Mark 1:1, “The beginning of
the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of
God”! Jesus came bearing His Father’s

name — “God’s Son” — the “Son of
God.” -

Jesus' whole message — which He
spoke “in the name of the Lord” — or

“by His authority” — was to explain
that the name “God” — the Hebrew
Elobim — is a family NamE! His Gos-
pel, or good news, is the message that
we may also bear that name, God —
that we may be called the sons of God
and be “born again.”

Notice that even the Church today is
to bear the Father's Name — God. The
Church today -— before which Jesus
Christ is opening the doors of radio and
the printing press to preach His Gospel,
His Message, to all the world — this
Church has “kept my word” said
Jesus, and has “not denied my name”
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{Revelation 3:8). God’s Church today
is to be named the Church of God.
Jesus Called the “Word”

The true.Chuzch is even promised to
have forever the name of God (Rev.

3:12) and Jesus’ “new name” -— Reve-
lation 19:12. Jesus not only is to receive
2 new name, but He even now — and

from the beginning — is called “the
Word of God.” And, in verse 16, He
has “on his thigh a wame written, King
of Kings, and Lord of Lords.”

In Amos 4:13 and 5:27 another one
of the names of the Divine Family is
“the God of Hosts.” Jeremizh 46:18
and 48:15 call Him “the Lord of
Hosts.” Another of His names is “Zeal-
ous” (sometimes spelled *Jealous”) in
Exodus 34:14.

Yes, “God” 15 the Father’s Family
Name! And “Jesus” is the name of His
Son! But they both have many other
names! It is time we called on Gobp for
His mercy in the name of Jesus Christ!
It is time we believe the Bible — and
recognize that Ged i God! O

{f you are not yet a subscriber to
TOMORROW’S WORLD, a maga-
zine of Biblical understanding pub-
lished by the Ambassador College
Graduate School of Theology, be
sure to reguest a free subscription.

And write for the free article “Is
Jesus God? This article fully
explains how many members there
are in the Godhead.




